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Charge of DTAB
• Per the DTAB charter, 

• The CSAP DTAB provides advice to the Administrator, 
SAMHSA, based on an ongoing review of the direction, 
scope, balance, and emphasis of the Agency's drug testing 
activities and the drug testing laboratory certification 
program. 

• The CSAP DTAB shall review SAMHSA's program for 
national laboratory certification for Federal workplace drug 
testing programs as required by Public Law 100-71 and as 
described in the Mandatory Guidelines for Federal 
Workplace Drug Testing Programs. It shall recommend 
areas for emphasis or de-emphasis, new or changed 
directions, and mechanisms or approaches for 
implementing recommendations. Periodically, the CSAP 
DTAB shall review specific science areas on new drugs 
of abuse and the methods necessary to detect their 
presence. 



OGC Advice

• At the recommendation of SAMHSA’s 
Office of General Council, DTAB should 
provide advice to the SAMHSA 
Administrator in the form of an official 
written recommendation



Recommendation Process
• Recommendation must come from a voting member or chair of the 

DTAB
• The language of the recommendation is clearly proposed in writing
• The Board must deliberate on the recommendation in open session
• A quorum of the Board members must vote by closed ballot on the 

recommendation in open session with a majority needed for 
approval
– Only the tally of the vote will be presented

• If passed, all the voting Board members sign the recommendation 
letter 

• If passed, the signed recommendation is forwarded to the SAMHSA 
Administrator for her approval/disapproval



Oral Fluid Evaluation

• Since January 2011, the DTAB has been 
evaluating the science of oral fluid as a 
potential alternative specimen for inclusion 
in the Mandatory Guidelines for Federal 
Workplace Drug Testing Programs



Recommendation 1

• Based on review of the science, 
DTAB recommends that SAMHSA 
include oral fluid as an alternative 
specimen in the Mandatory 
Guidelines for Federal Workplace 
Drug Testing Programs.



Emerging Drug Threats

• The DTAB recognizes the emerging drug 
threat posed by the misuse/abuse of 
prescription medications and the impact of 
that misuse/abuse on public health and 
safety and national security



Recommendation 2

• DTAB recommends the inclusion 
of additional Schedule II 
prescription medications (e.g., 
oxycodone, oxymorphone, 
hydrocodone and hydromorphone) 
in the Mandatory Guidelines for 
Federal Workplace Drug Testing 
Programs.
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