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Other CMHS Efforts

Office of Consumer Affairs
(www.promoteacceptance.samhsa.gov)

· Teleconference Training on Mental Health & Women in the Military: Promoting Social Acceptance and Inclusion (August, 2008)
· Explored research on women in the military, mental health, and feelings of fear and shame that keep women from seeking care

· Provided an overview of strategies that may help promote acceptance and understanding and reduce negative attitudes in the military related to women, mental health and trauma issues 

· Archived online

· Database of Gender-related Mental Health Issues focusing on social inclusion
· Provides links to relevant brochures and fact sheets, books, articles and research, and resource organizations

Other CMHS Efforts

Services in Supportive Housing Grant Program

· Grantee Resource Inc. (Minneapolis, MN) specifically provides services to women. 

· RESOURCE, Inc. works with a collaboration of agencies to provide a comprehensive integrated continuum of care to chronically homeless women in Hennepin County, Minnesota.
· The Collaboration of Housing Resources (COHR) Team serves a minimum of 50 women per year. 
· The program targets women who either do not have children or who do not have their children with them.

Other CMHS Efforts

New Committee on Women and Trauma, within Federal Partnership on Mental Health Transformation (Spring, 2009)

· Addresses impact of Women and Trauma on a range of Federal activities

· Initial collaboration with Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Policy, with the following activities planned: 
· Enhancing Employee Assistance Program’s trauma identification and service capacity for women in trauma conditions who may experience major health problems, absenteeism, and short workplace tenure which drives up workplace costs if trauma remains unaddressed 
· Developing presentations at DOL's Civil Rights Center (CRC) annual conference for HR managers re: “women and trauma in the workplace”

Other CMHS Efforts

SAMHSA Behavioral Health Competencies for Women and Girls Expert Panel (March, 2009)

· Convened an Expert Panel of 16 experts committed to women’s services

· Identified the competencies needed for an individual to effectively provide behavioral health care for women, developed draft Guidance Statement

· Guidance Statement list of tentative topics to be included: 
· Women and Women’s Roles
· Women’s Self-Efficacy
· Relational Approaches
· Women’s Barriers to Wellness and Recovery
· Effects of Trauma
· Creating Trauma-Informed Environment
· Family 
· Pregnancy
· Health 
· Partnering, Collaboration and Interdisciplinary Skills

Other CMHS Efforts

DoD/DVA Strategic Working Group on the Psychological Health of Women Service members and Veterans (April, 2007)

· Strategized regarding clinical services, research, and policy decisions that are vital to the psychological health of women in the military and veteran populations
· Reviewed recommendations from the DoD Task Force on Mental Health report and developed recommendations around
· clinical practice
· research implications
· policy
· military sexual trauma and domestic violence 
· ongoing assessment of women’s psychological health in the DoD

Other CMHS Efforts

Contractual Support for Women and Trauma

· Report on “Interpersonal Violence in the Wake of Disaster” (Office Women’s Health/HRSA, CMHS/SAMHSA)

· “Guide for Improving Responses to Women with Mental Illness Who Have Been Victimized By Physical and Sexual Abuse” (CMHS/SAMHSA, OVW, DOJ, Council of State Governments)  

· National Center for Trauma-Informed Care, CMHS/SAMHSA (This technical assistance program is designed to address the issue that, unlike traditional mental health services or public health services, trauma-informed care (TIC) recognizes trauma as a central issue in the lives of those seeking services)

